
 

 

15th June 2018  
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
You may remember that Mr Stephen Phillips, CEO of LIFE Academies Trust, wrote to you after Easter 
announcing that he would be leaving his role in the summer to take up a new post of head of an 
international school in Malaysia.  
 
We owe a huge debt of gratitude to Mr Phillips for firstly leading Holmemead Middle School into a 
time of stability and consistent improvement; then establishing Biggleswade Academy from 
Holmemead, Southlands, Brigham, The Lawns Nursery and Biggleswade Children’s Centre, into the 
single organisation we see today. His drive, determination and enthusiasm for education have led to 
improving standards across the organisation, always with the needs of the children at the forefront.  
 
Two years ago the Trustees formed Life Academies Trust, with Mr Phillips as CEO, to provide all the 
'central services' required, enabling our pre-schools and schools to focus on the learning, teaching 
and development of children.  
 
We wish Mr Phillips and his family every success in their new venture in Asia, with all the challenges 
that moving half way across the world might bring. 
 
Every change creates opportunity, and we are very excited to announce that, from September, we 
will be collaborating closely with Cambridge Primary Education Trust (CPET) and Cambridge 
Meridian Academies Trust (CMAT) to provide interim support and expertise whilst the Trust Board 
determine the best course of action to ensure the future success of the Trust. 
 

 

 
Lesley Birch 
Chief Executive Officer & Executive Principal 
Cambridge Primary Education Trust 
National Leader of Education 
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We are confident that these Trusts can provide the experience and knowledge to support our 
organisation as we continue to strive for excellence in education. There will be no changes to day to 
day arrangements, Ms Flynn, as Principal of Biggleswade Academy, and Mrs Wyatt, as Head of Early 
Years, will continue their good work as they lead their staff in providing the best possible life 
experience and learning experience for all children, in whichever setting they attend.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
John Dilley 
Trust Board Chair 
LIFE Academies Trust 

      


